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joinder; " but I think I could pick him out, for he passes this office daily on his way to and from school. But this is just the time when he goes home for tiffin. With your Highness's permission, I will watch for him in the street."
" Do so by all means," was the Inspector's reply. "Meanwhile, I'll take down notes of your statement."
B&mtonu went out and in a few minutes returned dragging with him triumphantly a well-dressed lad of fifteen, who seemed terribly alarmed by the company into which he was thrust. The Inspector calmed his fears by assuring him that he would come to no harm if only he spoke the whole truth. " You have been unwittingly made the instrument of a forgery/' he added, " and we want your help towards detecting it." The boy plucked up courage and answered every question put him quite candidly. His tale corroborated Bamtonu's in most particulars, with the addition that the tall babu had given him eight annas bakshish for cashing the cheque. He had not seen either of the men previously, but thought he should be able to recognise one of them owing to his unusual height.
" Now, bearer," said Mr. Henderson, " go and fetch both the clerks; bring in the tall one first, but keep an eye on the other outside and beyond earshot/'